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Accession into Permanent APP Collection - De Colores Southside Park

File ID: 2026-01424

Location: District 4

Recommendation: Pass a Motion recommending the Convention and Cultural Services (CCS)

Department approve the accession of the De Colores Southside Park mural by the Royal Chicano Air

Force (RCAF) into the Art in Public Places (APP) permanent collection.

Contact: Donald Gensler, Arts Administrator, (916) 808-8493, dgensler@cityofsacramento.org,

Convention and Cultural Services Department.

Presenter: Donald Gensler, Arts Administrator, (916) 808-8493, dgensler@cityofsacramento.org,

Convention and Cultural Services Department; Stan Padilla, artist and RCAF member,

stan@stanpadilla.art.

Attachments:

1-Description/Analysis

2-Accession of RCAF Mural

Description/Analysis

Issue Detail: Commissioned by the City of Sacramento originally in 1977, the same year of the

creation of the APP program, De Colores Southside Park, is an historic and cultural icon painted by

Chicano artist collective the RCAF.  But, the mural was not done through the APP program and has

not been part of the APP collection. With the recognition of the RCAF’s profound impact on the

Sacramento region and the Chicano art movement, the City of Sacramento wishes to formally

accession this artwork into its APP collection as a sign of recognition to the artists and communities

they uplift through their art. Already a city owned asset purchased with city funds in 1977, the mural’s

formal accession into the APP collection allows the program to properly care for the mural, including

long necessary repairs and restoration that will include both community teaching opportunities and a

re-dedication event on site at the mural.

In order to complete the restoration work, an original member of the RCAF, Stan Padilla (De Colores

LLC), will lead a cohort of artists and volunteers to repair and repaint certain sections of the mural

while also including educational and event-based activities.
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Policy Considerations:

The Arts, Culture, and Creative Economy Commission (ACCEC) is charged with providing for the
nature, selection, and placement of artworks.

This discussion is in alignment with Creative Edge: Sacramento’s Arts, Culture and Creative
Economy Plan (Creative Edge), which was adopted by Sacramento City Council on July 3, 2018, and
which serves as the guiding policy framework for the Office of Arts and Culture.

ACCEC serves, in part, to support and advance the six goals identified within Creative Edge,
intended to fulfill the Sacramento community’s vision for its arts, cultural and creative future.

This item addresses the following two (2) Creative Edge goals:
Goal 2: Advance cultural equity for all Sacramento’s diverse populations; and Goal 5: Celebrate and
infuse all Sacramento neighborhoods and districts with arts and culture.

This item also addresses the following three (3) 2026 ACCEC Workplan goals:

Goal 2: Enhance community awareness and understanding of ACCEC as a supportive, accessible

resource dedicated to arts and culture; Goal 3: Advocate for City of Sacramento policies and

initiatives that value, support, and build the arts and cultural community and ecosystem; Goal 5: Work

with the Office of Arts and Culture to review the impact of the Creative Edge Plan and develop plans

for next-stage planning.

Economic Impacts: Not applicable.

Environmental Considerations: None, as the recommendations in this report do not constitute a

“project” under the California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) as they involve government fiscal

activities that do not involve any commitment to a specific project which may result in a potentially

significant physical impact on the environment, as contemplated by Section 15378(b)(4) of the CEQA

Guidelines (Cal. Code Regs., tit. 14, §15000 et seq.), and is, therefore, not subject to CEQA pursuant

to Section 15060(c)(3) of the CEQA Guidelines.

Sustainability: Not applicable.

Commission/Committee Action: Not applicable.

Rationale for Recommendation:

The purpose of the ACCEC is to provide advice and recommendations for promoting, encouraging,

and fostering the arts, innovation, and tourism, in the city. One of its many charges is to act as a

liaison between the city, local artists, cultural groups, and the community at large. This includes

discussing matters that may address and influence the continued implementation of the Creative

Edge Plan.
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Briefings, discussions, and presentations around programs, partnerships, or initiatives that are

developed through or involve the Office of Arts and Culture, address goals of the Creative Edge Plan,

or involve matters relating to the advancement of arts, culture, and the creative economy provide

important opportunities for ACCEC to be an engaged body and to make informed recommendations

regarding the application of City resources.

The De Colores Southside Park mural is a loved and respected icon in the Sacramento community

highlighting the story of Chicano culture and its’ relevance and impact to the wider world and

audience. Recognized on the National Historic Register, the mural was commissioned by the City of

Sacramento but purchased prior to the creation of the APP program. Thus, the City wishes to formally

acknowledge and add this artwork into its’ APP permanent collection and engage long needed repair

work in the process. That repair work also includes education components and a cultural gathering

and rededication event. APP staff has reviewed and supports this course of action.

Financial Considerations: City funds have been allocated from the Creative Economy

Neighborhoods and Communities fund and will be used to properly restore and re-dedicate this

historic artwork in Sacramento.

Local Business Enterprise (LBE): Not applicable.
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De Colores Southside Park 
Artist Name:  Royal Chicano Air Force: 

José Montoya, Juanishi Orosco, Esteban Villa, Stan 
Padilla, Juan Cervantes, and Lorraine García-Nakata 

Artwork Title De Colores Southside Park 
Year 1977 
Accession/Object # 2026.101.01 
Artwork Type Mural 
Medium Acrylic on Amphitheater 
Dimensions (H x W x D) 14’ x 110’ 
Location Name Southside Park 
Location Address 2115 6th Street 
City, Zip Sacramento, 95818 
Onsite location Front of Amphitheater 
Availability to public Open to the public from dawn to dusk 
Council district D4 
Budget N/A 
Notes Restored and accessed into the APP collection in 2026 
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